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illumination, 169-70, 175

image of God, 89, 117, 171,
173

“in God’s image,” 79

interaction, 165-6, 175

integration, 168

Integrationists, 8687

interpretation, see exegesis

Ir-shemesh, 94

Iran, 123

Iraq, 123

Iraq Museum, 135, 135 n. 52



Ish-bosheth, 198
Ishmael, 26, 111-3, 119, 1846,
219-20, 227-8
Ishmaelites, 124
isolation, 166, 176, 221, 230
Israel (the land), 22, 32, 39, 56,
6471, 93-5, 97-8, 102-10,
112-5, 118-21, 124, 132-3,
147, 150, 183, 191, 216,
220-1, 224, 228, 229
claim to, 46-51
Israel (the man), see Jacob
Israel (the nation), 25-6, 28,
41-2, 46-8, 50-1, 55, 58-9,
69, 100, 108, 128, 133, 134,
145, 190-1
Isaac, 39, 180, 188, 206, 215,
242
akedah, 222,224, 229
and Esau, 178-9
as promise to Abraham, 185
as promised son, 120
as sojourner, 23, 40
birth of, 113, 192-3, 197, 220,
228
Cave of Machpelah, 139
children of, 185-6
deathbed charge, 180, 184,
18690, 208-9, 2134, 216
Egypt, 180
Gerar, 181-3
Hebron, 184
leaders of a family, 210
never leaving Israel, 23
promise of, 220
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promise to, 23

sister / wife episode, 40, 107
Isaachar, 13, 21, 93, 99, 104
Italy, 6, 63
Ithlah, 94

J

Jaba, 143
Jabbok river, 98
Jacob, 149, 180
and Esau, 25, 102, 178-9
and his children, 23
and his family, 29-30
and his family in Shechem,
31-2, 34-8, 40-2
and his relationship to his
children, 39-42
and Laban, 14, 98
and Shem and Eber, 13
as a prophet, 16
as a businessman, 181
as a salesman, 241
as a settler, 24, 41
ben z'kunim, 12-14
Beth-el, 96
birth of Benjamin, 13
birth of Joseph, 102
blessing of Joseph’s sons, 37
buried in Israel, 208 n. 72
children of, 21, 26, 98, 102,
185-6
“covenant between the
pieces,” 24
death of Rachel, 140, 150,
152, 157-8
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Jacob (cont’d.)
deathbed charge, 324, 33
n. 14, 37-8, 102-3, 13940,
206-7, 211
dreams, 14
fleeing from Esau, 189
fleeing from Israel, 23
Gerar, 1824
in Aram, 101
in Beth-el, 149
in Haran, 183
in Israel, 104
inheritance, 26
Joseph’s dream, 11, 15
leaders of a family, 210
living in Hebron, 21
name change, 107
Padan-Aram, 182
proportioning inheritance
to his children, 209-10
purchase of birthright, 179,
186-90, 208-9, 208 n. 72,
2134, 216
relationship to Joseph, 14
return to Israel, 23
reunification with Joseph, 8
role of family, 26, 28
selection of, 186
sending of his sons to
Egypt, 19-21, 27, 190
Jael, 160
Jaffa, 94, 236
Japheth, 127-130, 137
Jebusites, 109
Jehud, 94, 104

Jeremiah, 144-5, 148-9, 157
Jericho, 53, 98
Jeroboam ben Nebat, 93
Jerome, 158
Jerusalem, 138, 140-1, 141
n. 58, 143-4, 148, 152,
156-7, 227,229,244 n. 76
Jewish Law, 129
Joash, 145
Jordan, 22, 118, 132
Jordan River, 93, 97-8, 100
Joseph, 19, 21
Abraham-Isaac-Jacob
tradition, 14
and brothers, 6, 10-1, 26-8,
34,47
and Shem and Eber, 13
as a curse for his father, 190
as firstborn, 103, 209-10
as prince in Egypt, 20
ben z'kunim, 12-14
birth of, 23, 102
birth order, 13
blessing of, 102-3
blessing of his sons, 37
burial site, 103
burying Jacob, 208 n. 72
cycle, 9
deathbed charge of Jacob,
38, 139
dreams, 8-10, 14-7, 27
father of Manassseh, 100
in prison in Egypt, 9
in the pit, 24, 102, 124
inheritance, 104



Jacob’s deathbed charge,
206-7, 211-6
life of, 8
relationship to Jacob, 14
relationships, 10, 12, 15-7
role of family, 26, 28
selection of, 186
selling of, 34
special treatment of, 26
the tribe, 934
Tzaphnat Pa’ane’ach, 28
with butler and baker in
prison, 9-11, 18
with his brothers in Canaan,
21-22
with his brothers in Egypt,
19-21
Joshua, 93, 99, 211-2, 216-7,
240
in Shechem, 45
Joshuan conquest, 22
Joshuan wars, 93, 122
Judah, 21, 24-5, 93-5, 98,
102-3, 209
as firstborn, 210-1
Judea, 148, 150
Judges, period of the, 94

K

Kadmonites, 109
Karaism, 5
Karaites, 2
kehunah, 209-11
Kenazites, 109
Kenites, 109, 160-1
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Keturah, 97

“Kever Rachel,” see Rachel’s
Tomb

key word, see leitwort

Kierkegaard, Soren, 219

Kil, Yehudah, 96, 96 n. 42, 97,
168 n. 64

Kimbhi, R. David, 2, 180, 205,
224

Sarah’s behavior with

Hagar, 119

king of Israel, 157

kings, 121, 234

Kiriatharba, 124-5, 227

Kohath, 99

Kook, R. Abraham Isaac
Hakohen, 3, 131-2, 136,
176

Kubur Bani Isra’il, 151

kulturkampf, 127

L

Laban, 14, 23, 98, 102, 188, 190
Lamentations Rabbah, 137, 158
language development, 4
larger issues vs. local
problem, 19, 22-3, 29

Layish, 95-6, 105
Leah, 21, 26

Cave of Machpelah, 139
legal texts, 218
leitwort, 114, 168, 191-204
Lekh L'kha, 222-4, 235, 240
lentil porridge, 180
Leshem, 95
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Levant, 123

Levi, 21, 24-5, 31-2, 33 n. 14,
34,36-7,40, 42,99

Levites, 53, 209

Levin, R. Aryeh, 169

levirate marriage, 147

libations, 63

light, 1565-6, 170

“literalists,” see pashtanim

literary analysis, 145-6, 153-5,
177

literary criticism, 146

literary solution, 158

literary structure, 159-177

literary theory, 3

Livorno, 6

local problem vs. larger
issues, 19, 22-3, 29

Lockshin, M., 73 n. 31

logician, 245

loneliness, 172

Lot, 92, 118-9, 220, 226-7, 235,
246

and his family, 194-204,

219-20, 246

Luz, 96, 149

Luzzato, R. Shmuel David, 77,
88, 130

M

M. Avot, 1:6, 3 n.3, 5:3, 224

M. Peah, 2:6, 238

Machir, 98

Maimonides, R. Abraham, 233
n. 75

Maimonides, R. Moses, 2, 6,
128,192, 192, n. 68, 197,
224,233

Malachi, 189

Malbim, 2

Malek, Binyamin, 38 n. 17

Mamre, 92, 126, 227

man, 165, 169-76

creation of, 49, 62, 74,
79-80, 85, 117, 162, 171,
175

“majestic Man,” 90

“worshipping Man,” 90

“man and his mate,” 83

Manasseh, 37, 93, 98-102,
104-5, 206-7, 209, 211,
213-6, 244

Margaliot, R., 97 n. 43

“mathematical truth,” 77

mathematician, 245

Matthew, 139 n. 55

Mavo leParshanut P’'nim-
Mikra’it, 1 n.1

Me-jarkon, 94

Mecklenberg, 2

Megadim, 4, 38 n. 17, 60 n. 25

Meiri, 128

Melchizedek, 93, 118-9, 227,
229-30

Mesopotamia, 2, 97, 126,
135-6, 245

Mesopotamian kings (four),
92-3

Micah, 241

Middle East, 132



Midrash, 1, 4, 33, 38, 52, 128,
152, 157,170, 194, 205,
218, 232-47

Midrash Aggadah, 2324
Midrash Hagadol, 131
Midrash haHefetz, 231
Midrash Halakhah, 232-3
Midrash Rabbah, 34, 54
Midrash Rabbati of R. Moshe
haDarshan, 34
Midrash Sekhel Tov, 5
Midrash Shem, 82 n. 38, 168
n. 64,197
Midrash T hillim, 176
Midrash Tanhuma, 122
n. 47,216

milah manhah, see leitwort

Milkah, 235

Mirkin, 166

mirror narrative, 178-190

mirror text, 205

Mishnat haLevi, 36 n. 16

mitzvah, 176

Moab

plains of, 53, 71, 93, 98, 105
son / grandson of Lot, 197,
203

modernity, 2

monotheists, 244

moon, 11, 15

Moriah, 222, 229

Moses, 26, 73

2.5 tribes, 100-1, 105
at Mount Sinai, 52-3
atop Mount Nebo, 97-8
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blessing of Dan, 98
death of, 191
farewell address, 22, 45, 105
prophecy of, 95
revelation at Sinai, 54, 93,
204
s’mikhah of Joshua, 211-2,
217
“second tablets,” 68
sin of the golden calf, 68
sins of the people, 69
writing of the Torah, 51, 53
Mount Ephraim, 241
Mount Moriah, 219, 231
MT Avodah Zarah, 1:1, 57
MT Hilkhot Teshuvah, 1:1, 176
n. 65
MT Ma’aseh haKorbanot, 3:13,
211 n. 73
MT Yesodei ha-Torah, ch. 1-4,
129
murder, 84, 90, 182, 188, 198
musical instruments, 143, 154

N

N’ot K’'dumim, 149
Nachmanides, 34, 6, 13-5, 13
n. 11, 20-1, 32, 49 n. 21,
55, 87-8, 108, 128, 131,
139-40, 144-5, 164-5, 171,
476 n. 65, 182—4, 186, 192
n 68, 211, 221, 224-5, 227,
230
Decalogue, 53
Garden of Eden, 56
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Nachmanides (cont’d.)
on ben z'kunim, 13
on creation, 48-9
Sarah’s behavior with
Hagar, 119
Nadab, 52
Nahalah, 205 n. 70
Nahor, 26, 235, 240
name change
Abraham, 192-3, 227
Jacob, 107
Sarah, 193
names, 98
as a blessing, 206, 215
biblical place, 4
naming
of animals, 167, 172
of woman, 167-8
Naphtali, 21, 93, 98, 105
Nebo, 97-8
Nebuchadnezzar, 244
neo-Aristotelian, 2
Netanyahu, B., 6
Netophah, 149
Netzi”v, see Berlin, R. Naftali
Tzvi Yehudah
new moon, 46
“new school,” see “contexual”
school
Nimrod, 236-8, 240-1, 2434,
246
Noah, 49, 55, 57-8, 61-2,
65-70, 82, 82 n. 38,
84-5,89-91, 116, 118, 120,
199-200, 202

Noahide commands, 47
Nuzi, 135-7, 135 n. 52

(@)

oath, 208 n. 72

offering, 212
animal, 64, 211
as symbol of a covenant, 67
burnt-offering, 67, 84, 229
Cain and Abel, 66, 68
communal, 64
daily offering, 63—4
grain offerings, 64, 69
libations, 63—4, 68-9
meal offering, 634, 68
Noah, 69, 84-5
personal offerings, 64
private, 211
thanksgiving, 83
wine offerings, 64

Og, 100-1, 104

olive leaf, 61

Onkelos, 13, 38, 209

ontological statement, 78

“ontological Truth,” 77

Or Hadash al Sefer Yirmiyah,

149 n. 59

Oral Law, 212

Origin of the Species, 130

Orot haTeshuvah, 176 n. 66

ot, see “sign”

P

p’ru ur'vu, see “be fruitful and
multiply”



p’shat, 4,7, 33, 136
P’sikta, 158
Padan-Aram, 182
Paddan, 140
paganism, 55, 199, 241
Palestine, 2, 6, 105, 123
chief rabbi of, 131
Palestine Exploration Fund
(PEF), 122
Paltiel, R. Hayyim, 35 n. 15
Parah, 149
parallelism, 187, 217, 222-3,
245
parallel texts, 205
parshanut, 72-3, 159, 205-17,
232-47
character interpretation, 9
first principle of, 8
Pascal, Blaise, 245
“Pascal’s Wager,” 240, 245-7
pashtanim, 3, 5-6
Peninnah, 160
Perath River, 144-5, 148-9
Peretz, 25
Perizzites, 34, 36, 41, 109
Pharaoh, 10, 18, 118-9, 226
dreams, 11, 14
sister / wife episode, 40
Philistine Kin Found in Early
Israel, 161 n. 62
Philistines, 25, 133, 134, 154,
182, 187, 220, 228
philology, 3
philosopher, 6,7
Pisgah, 98
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poetry, 218
polytheism, 2
“post modernity,” 2
power, 169-70, 189, 203, 216,
243

political, 209-10

prayer, 183
“preachers,” see darshanim
pregnancy, 180, 246
priesthood, see kehunah
priests, 71, 73
prince, 126

twelve princes, 112-3, 185
Pritchard, James, 123 n. 49,

133 n. 50, 244 n. 76

prophecy, 14, 95-6, 156-7, 197
prophet, 154

Jacob, 16
Protestants, 127
Provence, 2, 128
Ptolemy II Philadelphus, 4

Q

question asking, 19-29
Qumran, 132

R

R. Abraham ibn Ezra, 53

R. Ada, 236, 236

R. Hayyim of Volozhin, 3

R. Hiyya, 236, 238

R. Isaac, 165

R. Judah, 51

R. Judah “the Pious” of
Regensburg, 73
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R. Meir, 152, 157, 166
R. Nissim of Gerona, 6
R. Shmuel b. Meir, 73
R. Shmuel b. Nahman, 2
Rachel, 21, 26, 102, 13941,
144, 150-2, 157
Rachel’s Tomb, 139, 139
n. 54, 139 n. 56, 40-44,
151-158
rainbow, 83—4, 115-6, 118
Rakkon, 94
Ramah, 141-3, 149, 152
Ramallah, 151
Ramat Binyamin, 141
Ramat Ephraim, 141
Ramban, see Nachmonides
Rashbam’s Commentary on
Leviticus and Numbers, 73
n. 31
Rashi, 4-5, 12 n. 10, 13-5, 21,
24,36 n. 16, 38-9, 46-53,
53 n. 22, 54 n. 23, 55, 57-8,
60, 75,77, 87-8, 95, 182-3,
194, 218, 242
Rav, 42
Rav Yehudah, 42
real-world context, 44-5
Rebecca, 39, 178-82, 187-90,
208, 208 n. 71, 209, 213,
220, 231
Cave of Machpelah, 139
sister / wife episode, 40,
107
Rechab, 198

Red Sea, 70

Reform, 2

rejection vs. selection, 186

Rejectionists, 86

repentance, see teshuvah

Rephaim, 109

Reuben, 21, 24-5, 28, 33 n. 14,
100, 102, 104, 209-10

reunification of Joseph with
his family, 8

revelation at Sinai, 45, 524,
63, 68-70, 93, 96, 105-6,
124, 158, 204, 210, 212

righteousness, 82, 85, 90, 118,
198

Roman Empire, 233

Roman mile, 141

Ruah Hayyim, 3 n.2

S

S’forno, R. Obadia, 6, 22, 634,
66, 68-70, 77, 128, 133,
167, 211-3, 225, 242

s'mikhah, 211-4, 217

Saadia al-Fayumi Gaon, 2-3, 5

Saadia Gaon, His Life and
Works, 5

Sabbath, 74, 78, 162, 174-7,
191, 206

desecration of, 42

institution of, 62
sacrifice, 211

at Mount Sinai, 52

sacrificial rites, 210



“sale-adoption,” 136-7
Salem, king of, 227, 244 n. 76
salt, pillar of, 195, 203
salvation, 245
Samet, R. Elhanan, 4
Samuel the prophet, 141-3,
153, 156, 204, 244
sanctify, 230
Sanhedrin, 233 n. 75
Sarah, 111, 113, 118-9, 124-6,
133, 181-2, 185, 192-3,
197-8, 219-20, 222, 227,
235, 242
and Abimelech, 14
Cave of Machpelah, 139
sister / wife episode, 40,
107
Sardanian, 161 n. 62
Sarna, N., 101 n. 45
Saul, 142-3, 149, 152-3, 155-7,
198
Schiller, Eli, 139 n. 54
science and Torah, 76, 85-9,
130-2
scroll, 148
seasons, 170
“second tablets,” 68
secularism, 2
“seer,” 142
Sefer Bereshit im Perush Da’at
Mikra, 96 n. 42, 168 n. 64
Seir, 22, 25
Sennacharib, 244 n. 76
senses, 213
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separation, 164, 167-9, 175-6,
219, 221, 230
serpent, 166-7, 169, 171
settle vs. sojourn, 226
sexual impropriety, 81, 90
Shaalabbin, 94
Shaalbim, 94
Shabbat, see Sabbath
sheaves, 11-2, 15-6, 27
Shechem (Menasseh’s son), 98
Shechem (the city), 17, 21,
24-5,30-8, 38 n. 19, 45,
99, 103-4, 150
Shechem (the prince), 24, 31,
35-6
shekels, 126, 135-6
Shem, 127-130, 234
and Eber, 13
Shimron, 99, 104
Shinar, 241, 243
Sichon, 100, 104
Sifri, 152, 157
“sign,” 152-3, 155, 157
Simeon, 20-1, 24-5, 58, 31-2,
33 n. 14, 34, 36-7, 40, 42,
92,190
“”Simeon and Levi, the
Brothers of Dinah,” 38
n. 17
sin
of the Garden of Eden, 167,
169
of the golden calf, 64, 68-70
of the scouts, 634, 69
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sin (cont’d.)
original, 49-50, 55
Sinai, 152 n. 60
Sisera, 160, 161, 161 n. 62
Skinner, John, 96, 96 n. 41
slaves, 49, 127, 150, 158, 167,
214
Egypt, 54-5
freedom of, 45
harm to, 45-6
Hebrew, 46
inflicting damage upon, 147
slavery, 46, 56, 58-9, 70, 79,
92
Socratic fashion, 241
Sodom, 31, 92-3, 192-204, 220,
226-7, 246
king of, 119, 227
Soloveitchik, R. Isaac, 182
Soloveitchik, R. Joseph, 78
n. 37, 89, 219
“song of the Sabbath,” 176
sojourn vs. settle, 226
Soviet Union, 120
Spain, 6
spirit of God, 165
Spring, 46
stars, 110-111
eleven, 11-2, 15
Sumerian, 123, 244 n. 76
Sun, 11, 15
Syria, 132, 235
Syriac Peshitta, 5

T

ta’amei haMikra, see
cantillation marks

Tafsir, 5

talents of silver, 124

Talmud, 16, 218

Tamar, 24-5

Tanhuma, see Midrash, Midrash
Tanhuma

tarqumim (Aramaic
translations), 4, 5

Onkelos, 13

Tel al-Amarna, 38 n. 19

Tel Aviv, 94

Teleologists, 87-89

teleology, 47

Temple, 157-8

Terah, 186, 234-8, 240-1, 246

teshuvah, 176

Tetragrammaton, 75, 75 n. 34,
81, 108, 162-3

The Geonim of Babylonia and the
Shaping of Medieval Jewish
Culture, 5

The Land, see Israel

“The Lonely Man of Faith,” 78
n. 37,219

The Torah Commentaries of
Rabbi Judah heHasid, 73
n. 32

thievery, 81, 90

Timnah, 94, 102

Tirzah, 99, 104



tohu and bohu, 165
topography, 123
Torah
and science, see science and
Torah
goal of, 88
“multiple versions,” 88
purpose of, 87
scroll, 51
Torah Temimah, 97
Tosefta Sotah, 156
tower of Babel, 48
traditionalists, 146
translation
Aramaic, see Targumim
of the Bible into Greek, 4
“traveler from Bordeaux,”
139
tree of knowledge, 56, 169,
171
tree of Life, 56, 164-5
trials of Abraham, see
Abraham
tribes, 207
Trinitarianism, 2
Tur-Sinai, 133
Turkey, 235
twelve tribes of Israel, 41, 33
n.14, 52
tzaddik, 193-4, 196, 198-203
Tzaphnat Pa’ane’ach, see
Joseph
Tzidkat haTzaddik, 2
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U

Understanding Genesis, 101
n. 45
Ur of the Chaldeans, 109-10,
113, 120, 235, 241, 244
Utnapishtim, 199

\"

vineyards, 103
violence, 81, 85, 90
Volozhin, 3, 128

\%

Wadi Ara, 161 n. 62

waters, 166, 170, 202, 237

wells, 181

weltanschauung, 3, 47, 128

wicked, 1934, 198-9

widow, 147

wife / sister episode, 107,
180-3, 242

wine, 197

woman, 168 n. 64, 169-71

creation of, 74-6, 79-80, 162,
167-8

worship, 90-1

Y

Yabin, 161 n. 62

Yehudah, 148

yeshivot, 129

Yihudo veQadmuto Shel Sefer
Bereshit, 97
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Yiskah, 235
Yisrael veHamikra, 135 n. 51

Z

Zakovitch, Yair, 1

Zartal, Adam, 161 n. 62

Zebulun, 13, 21, 93, 99, 103,
147-8

Zelzah, 143, 153-6

Zerach, 25

Zidon, 103
Zidonians, 95
Zilpah, 21, 26
Zion, 149
Zionism, 2
Religious Zionism, 3
Zoar, 195-7, 201
Zohar, 125, 134
Zorah, 94





